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Wellspring 

Fransalian Center for Spirituality 
P. O. Box 440, Whitehouse, Texas 75791 

www.wellspringcommunity.net   frgus@suddenlink.net  
 

 

October 24, 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

During the past several weeks, we have been learning a lot from Jesus about being his disciples. 

Disciples of Jesus are called to form and shape their character in the image of Jesus and live as 

he lived. It is not enough to know the doctrines and beliefs and be a member of a church. Our 

character, our lifestyle, our values, our relationships, the way we live and the way we treat others 

are the most important matters and not our affiliation to groups and organizations. 

 

Disciples of Jesus must learn to have deep respect for all people and treat them with dignity. All 

people, regardless of their culture and religious affiliation are made in the image and likeness 

God. We are often reminded of our dignity and worth. Our Scared Scriptures have reminded us 

that Jesus is not ashamed to call us “brothers” – such is our dignity and worth. 

 

Disciples of Jesus are constantly challenged to make difficult choices: to choose wisdom rather 

than material wealth as Solomon did, to choose God’s life-giving word even when it is very 

costly, to choose the eternal rather than the immediate and the transitory.  We can always turn to 

Jesus, with great confidence, because he is capable of understanding and empathizing with us. 

He has known our life, our suffering, and our death. He became one with us. Last Sunday we 

heard Jesus calling his disciples and us today to find joy as well as greatness in serving of others.  

Greatness goes to all who surrender themselves in service!!!  Jesus advises us, “Anyone among 

you who aspires to greatness must serve the rest and whoever wants to rank first must serve the 

needs of all.” 

 

Now we come to the Scripture readings of today. In our first reading (Jeremiah 31:7-9), we hear 

the Prophet Jeremiah calling his people to shout with joy because the Lord has delivered His 

people - the “remnant of Israel” is returning home. God’s everlasting fidelity makes this happen.  

“Remnant” was a term used to describe the survivors of Israel, who would find their way home. 

It was also a term which came to mean a “spirituality” unique to Israel, which reflected total 

dependence on God for survival, freedom, and salvation.  

 

This “Yahweh-Israel” bond of total dependance becomes more pronounced in today’s reading 

which mentions only mothers and expectant mothers and not husbands or men. Without any 

male figure in their lives, they had to totally depend on God and on the support of the community 

that was held together by God. This excerpt also mentions the blind and the lame and others who 

represented the helpless and the marginalized in the community. This vision of Jeremiah gave 

the returning exiles reason to “shout with joy” and become more confident in the provident care 

of a caring, compassionate, and loving God.  It is good for us to reflect and to nurture a “remnant 
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spirituality,” a spirituality that reflects utter confidence in the provident care of our loving Gud. 

We are living in troublesome times. Our faith in God, our hope in his promises and our love for 

God and each other are being tested and tried. We are being challenged every way to deepen our   

confidence in divine providence. 

 

The second reading (Hebrews 5:1-6) presents Jesus as one who has seen us for who we are, who 

has clear and unimpaired insight into our human condition, who willingly became one of us, 

embracing our humanity in all its weakness in order to become our high priest representing us 

before God. He can be our high priest because he knows, he has good insights, he has knowledge 

of us from “inside”, he knows our “inside story.” He can “deal patiently” with erring sinners 

because he knows our weakness. Jesus is our high priest who mediates our cause before God. He 

not only offers gifts and sacrifices on our behalf – He is the gift. He is the sacrifice that saves us 

from sin and sets us free. Jesus became one with us in our weakness and humbled himself to 

serve our needs. This understanding of Jesus enables us to become more trusting in the 

providential care of our God.   

 

The Gospel reading of today (Mark 10:46-52) tells us the story of Bartimaeus who cried out to 

Jesus, hoping that his eyes would be opened, and he would see again.  The blind man on the 

roadside, by the title he gives to Jesus, shows that he recognizes Jesus more clearly than those 

who have been traveling with Jesus for a long time. Remember last week’s Gospel, James and 

John wanted to sit at the left and right of Jesus. Here is a blind man who wants to see! Solomon 

wanted wisdom, James and John wanted the first place and the blind man wants to see!  

 

The blind man had an insight! He saw Jesus for what and who he was and called him “Jesus, Son 

of David”. The prophets and the wise men of old had prophesied: “the blind will see; the deaf 

will hear…” Jesus saw the inside of the man…he saw the “inside story” of the man and he called 

this blind man’s vision, “faith” and he said, “Go on your way; your faith has saved you.”.  The 

blind man, Bartimaeus, had a new vision…. he saw…he believed, and he followed Jesus. 

Bartimaeus became a disciple.  

 

Mark, the evangelist, has often referred to the spiritual blindness of the disciples. They did not 

understand Jesus and His way; they were confused; they doubted; they questioned – they did not 

see! There have been special moments of “seeing” like when Peter said, “You are the Messiah”. 

But for the most part the disciples were without clear vision about Jesus, his person, his way, his 

purpose. Jesus continued to walk with them and teach them and remind them again and again 

about who He was and the purpose for which He came. The disciples had to learn to trust Jesus 

and struggle to understand his way, his truth, and his life. They had to develop a spirituality that 

called forth utter confidence in divine providence.  

 

During the coming week, take a few minutes each day to go to a quiet place, be still and reflect 

on how your day has been, and on how your choices and actions of the day reflect your trust in 

divine providence. Pray with the disciples of Jesus, “Lord, increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). 

 

God bless you and your family. 

 

Fr. Gus Tharappel, msfs 
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 24, 2021 

 

Collect 
 

Almighty ever-living God, 

increase our faith, hope and charity, 

and make us love what you command, 

so that we may merit what you promise. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  

 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prayerfully read the first reading and then read my reflections below and spend a few moments 

of personal reflection. Do the same with Responsorial Psalm and other readings.  

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 

Jeremiah shares his vision of the “remnant of Israel” returning home. God’s everlasting fidelity 

will make this happen. “I will lead them to brooks of water, on a level road, so that none shall 

stumble.” “Remnant” was a term used to describe the survivors of Israel, who would find their 

way home. It was also a term which came to mean a “spirituality” unique to Israel, which 

reflected total dependence on God for survival, freedom and salvation. This “Yahweh-Israel” 

bond becomes more pronounced in today’s excerpt which mentions only mothers and expectant 

mothers and not husbands or men. Without any male figure in their lives, they had to totally 

depend on God and on the support the community that was held together by God. This excerpt 

also mentions the blind and the lame who represented the helpless and the marginalized in the 

community.  

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 126 

We hold memorial services on anniversaries of important events. In Psalm 126, the Psalmist is 

calling his people to remember with joy and gratitude the great things God has done for them, 

especially the event of being freed from Babylon – God has rehabilitated his people. Around 538 

BC, Cyrus the Persian king liberated them from Babylon – and they saw this event as God 

anointing a pagan king to liberate them. This could only be a miracle that God chose a pagan 

king to liberate his people. This is reason to rejoice and be grateful. “We are glad” because God 

was with his people when they were being swallowed up the monster Babylon. 

Psalm 126 was probably sung shortly after Israel's return from exile. The people rejoice that they 

are in Zion, but mere presence in the holy city is not enough. They must pray for the prosperity 

and the fertility of the land. 126:4 prays for restoration, rehabilitation. They are still in trouble, 
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trying to rebuild their lives on the ruins of the ancient city. This is also a prayer for those who 

chose to stay back in the big city of Babylon – those who had prospered and become rich, 

choosing to stay back and enjoy their fortune and not share the work of returning and rebuilding 

of their ancient city. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6 
 

This excerpt reminds us that Jesus became one with us, embraced our humanity, shared our 

weakness and became our high priest representing us before God. He can be our high priest 

because he knows, he has good insights, he has knowledge of us from “inside”, he knows our 

“inside story” ……. He can “deal patiently with erring sinners (5:2) because he knows our 

weakness… “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”. 

 

Jesus became one with us in our weakness and humbled himself to serve our needs. We are 

called to humble ourselves and serve the needs of others. 

 

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52 
 

A blind man had an insight! He saw Jesus for what and who he was and called him “Jesus, Son 

of David.” The prophets and the wise men of old had prophesied: “ the blind will see, the deaf 

will hear…”  

 

Jesus saw the inside of the man…he saw the “inside story” of the man and he called this blind 

man’s vision, “faith” and he said, “Go on your way; your faith has saved you.” Bartimaeus, the 

blind man had a new vision - he saw and believed and followed Jesus. 

 

Try to make this your prayer this week: “Master, I want to see”. Open yourself to the 

Lord. Let him open your eyes…the eyes of your mind and your heart…. let him help you 

see yourself better, see the world more positively and creatively and the Lord more fully…. 

 

Be Still for a few moments! 

 

Pray for your needs and those of your family and community. 

 

Spiritual Communion 

 
Lord Jesus, I believe in your real presence in the Eucharist, the Sacrament of the Altar. I  

place myself in your presence and adore you, worship you and glorify you. I am unable to  

receive you in Holy Communion at Mass today.  I hunger and thirst for your way, your  

truth and your life.  Come into my heart Lord and satisfy my hunger and quench my thirst.  

Bless me that I may give witness to your presence in my life. Amen 
 

Be Still for a few moments! 
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Saint of the Day, October 24 - Saint Anthony Mary Claret and 348 other 

saints are remembered this day 
 

Anthony was born in Salient in Catalonia, Spain, in 1807, the son of a weaver. He took up 

weaving but then studied for the priesthood, desiring to be a Jesuit. Ill health prevented his 

entering the Order, and he served as a diocesan priest. In 1849, he founded the Missionary Sons 

of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, known today as the Claretians, and the Apostolic Training 

Institute of the Immaculate Conception, Claretian nuns. From 1850 to 1857, Anthony served as 

the archbishop of Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. 

 

He is known as the “spiritual father of Cuba”. He was a missionary, religious founder, social 

reformer, queen’s chaplain, writer and publisher, archbishop, and a refugee. He was a Spanish 

missionary whose work took him to the Canary Islands, Cuba, Madrid, Paris, and to the First 

Vatican Council. 

 

Anthony was appointed to head the much-neglected archdiocese of Santiago in Cuba. He began 

its reform by almost ceaseless preaching and hearing of confessions, and suffered bitter 

opposition mainly for opposing concubinage and giving instruction to black slaves. A hired 

assassin—whose release from prison Anthony had obtained—slashed open his face and wrist. 

Anthony succeeded in getting the would-be assassin’s death sentence commuted to a prison term.  

 

His solution for the misery of Cubans was family-owned farms, producing a variety of foods for 

the family’s own needs and for the market. This invited the enmity of the vested interests who 

wanted everyone to work on a single cash crop—sugar. Besides all his religious writings are two 

books he wrote in Cuba: Reflections on Agriculture and Country Delights. 

 

He was recalled to Spain for a job that he did not relish—being chaplain for the queen. Anthony 

went on three conditions: He would reside away from the palace; he would come only to hear the 

queen’s confession and instruct the children; and he would be exempt from court functions. In 

the revolution of 1868, he fled to Paris with the queen’s party, where he preached to the Spanish 

colony. 

 

All his life Anthony was interested in the Catholic press. He founded the Religious Publishing 

House, a major Catholic publishing venture in Spain, and wrote or published 200 books and 

pamphlets. He died in the Cistercian monastery of Fontfroide in southern France on October 24, 

1870. 

 

 

Fr. Gus Tharappel, msfs 

 

 

 

Don’t ask God for what you think is good for you;  

Ask God for what he thinks is good for you. 
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