
MORNING MEDITATION  
Thursday, Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

 

In silence, solitude, and stillness,  
peaceful communion with God happens, without words. 

 
Ezekiel 12:1-12 
 

The Lord reminded Ezekiel that his mission was a difficult one which involved the 
rejection of his people because they were a rebellious and stubborn people, who 
refused to see and hear God’s truth. 
 

Psalm 78 
 

Hearken, my people, to my teaching; 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in parables, 
I will utter mysteries from of old….. 
 

Mathew 18:21 - 19:1 
 

Jesus taught the disciples to forgive unconditionally and without limit. He called them to 
change their attitudes from seeing “three times forgiveness” as an ideal to seeing 
“limitless forgiveness” as the ideal to strive for. 
 
Christian standard of forgiveness must immeasurably exceed the best the world can 
achieve! 
 
Jesus told them the parable of the tragedy of a debtor, who, after being forgiven his 
huge debt, failed to forgive his debtors. We are gifted with the gracious, generous, kind, 
and unconditional forgiveness of God. It is our call to forgive others as God has forgiven 
us. If is up to us to share the gift we have freely received. 
 
Reconciliation is not weakness or cowardice. It demands courage, nobility, generosity, 
sometimes heroism, an overcoming of oneself rather than adversity. (Pope Paul VI) 
 

Saint of the day, August 13 - St. Hippolytus and 18 other saints are 
remembered this day. 
 
We have very little information about the early life of Hippolytus. He was probably a 
presbyter of the church at Rome under Pope Zephyrinus (199–217 AD). He was 
distinguished for his learning and eloquence. His name means “a horse turned loose”.  
He was a rigorist for whom even orthodox doctrine and practice were not purified 



enough. He accused Pope Zephyrinus of modalism, the heresy which held that the 
names Father and Son are simply different names for the same subject. 
 
Hippolytus championed the Logos doctrine of the Greek apologists, most notably Justin 
Martyr, which distinguished the Father from the Logos ("Word"). An ethical 
conservative, he was scandalized when Pope Callixtus I (217–222 AD) extended 
absolution to Christians who had committed grave sins, such as adultery. He felt that 
the Church must be composed of pure souls uncompromisingly separated from the 
world. 
 
 In 235, he was banished to the island of Sardinia. Shortly before or after this event, he 
was reconciled to the Church, and died in exile with Pope Pontian. He is, nevertheless, 
the most important theologian and prolific religious writer before the age of 
Constantine. His writings are the fullest source of our knowledge of the Roman liturgy 
and the structure of the Church in the second and third centuries. His works include 
many Scripture commentaries, polemics against heresies, and a history of the world.  
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