
MORNING MEDITATION  
Friday, Nineteenth Week  

 

Be still when tired and pray when you are still. 
 

Ezekiel 16:1-15 & 59-63 
 

One of the major themes of Ezekiel’s prophesies was the Holiness and faithfulness of 
God as constant, unchanging, everlasting. In this excerpt, Ezekiel uses a lengthy allegory 
in which the nation of Israel is described as a lone young girl, ignored and abandoned. 
God rescues from her abandonment. God chooses to love her and save her.  
 
Ezekiel saw faithfulness as an integral part of holiness. God will reestablish the 
covenant so that the people may know His holiness and faithfulness. 
 
 

Response: Isaiah 12:2-6 
 

God indeed is my savior; 
I am confident and unafraid. 
My strength and my courage is the Lord 
And he has been my savior. 
 

Mathew 19:3-12 
 

Ezekiel’s message, “love is everlasting” (reflected in the first reading), is at the center of 
the teaching of Jesus in today’s Gospel incident. God’s love is everlasting. We are called 
to share that love which God has for us and learn to love the way God loves. Jesus 
taught, “Love one another as I have loved you”. Jesus’ comments on divorce must be 
understood in light of the call to love. Choices and commitments must be made in light 
of enduring love and not convenience.  
 
Fidelity to the commitment to love is an awesome responsibility.  
 

Saint of the day, August 14 - St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe and 808 other 
saints are remembered this day 
 
Rajmund Kolbe was born on January 8, 1894 in Zduńska Wola, in the Kingdom of Poland, 
which was then part of the Russian Empire. In 1907 Rajmund and his elder brother 
Francis joined the Conventual Franciscans. Rajmund was allowed to enter the novitiate, 
where he was given the religious name Maximilian. He professed his first vows in 1911, 
and final vows in 1914, adopting the additional name of Maria (Mary). 



 
Maximilian was sent to Rome in 1912, where he earned a doctorate in philosophy and 
theology from Pontifical Universities.  In October 1917, Maximillian and six other friars 
formed the Militia Immaculata with the goal of using every possible means to promote 
total consecration to Mary.  
 
In 1918, Maximilian was ordained a priest. In July 1919 he returned to Poland, which 
was newly independent. He was active in promoting the veneration of the Immaculate 
Virgin Mary. Around that time, as well as earlier in Rome, he suffered from tuberculosis, 
which forced him to take a lengthy leave of absence from his teaching duties.  
 
Between 1930 and 1933, Maximilian undertook a series of missions to East Asia - China, 
Japan and India, where he founded monasteries. He returned to Poland in 1933 for a 
general chapter of the order in Krakow. Poor health forced Kolbe to stay in Poland.  
 
After the outbreak of World War II, Maximilian was one of the few friars who remained 
in the monastery, where he organized a temporary hospital. After the town was 
captured by the Germans, he was arrested by them but released after a few months. 
Upon his release he continued work at his friary, where he and other friars provided 
shelter to refugees from Greater Poland, including 2,000 Jews whom he hid from 
German persecution.  
 
On 17 February 1941, the monastery was shut down by the German authorities. That 
day Maximilian Kolbe and four others were arrested by the Gestapo and imprisoned in 
the Pawiak prison and later transferred to Auschwitz as prisoner 16670. Continuing to 
act as a priest, he was subjected to violent harassment, including beating and lashings. 
At the end of July 1941, one prisoner escaped from the camp, prompting the deputy 
camp commander, to pick ten men to be starved to death in an underground bunker to 
deter further escape attempts. When one of the selected men, Franciszek Gajowniczek, 
cried out, "My wife! My children!", Maximilian volunteered to take his place.  
 
After they had been starved and deprived of water for two weeks, only Maximilian 
remained alive. The guards wanted the bunker emptied, so they gave Maximilian a 
lethal injection of carbolic acid. He died on August 14, 1941. His remains were cremated 
on 15 August, the feast day of the Assumption of Mary. He was canonized on October 
10, 1982 by Pope John Paul II. 
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