
MORNING MEDITATION 
Thirty-Second Tuesday in Ordinary Time 

 
Let not the emphasis of hospitality lie in bed and board; 

but let truth and love and honor and courtesy flow in all thy deeds. 
(Ralph Waldo Emerson) 

 

Wisdom 2:23 - 3:9 
 
The ancient author of this book tells us that man is made in image of God and so has an 
imperishable nature. Death is only a passing away into the eternal and imperishable life 
with God. The foolish see death as an affliction and a destruction. But the wise know 
that those who died are with God celebrating the fullness of life.  
 
Death is not the opposite of life…just an opening into the eternal! 
 

Psalm 34 
 
I will bless the Lord at all times; 
His praise shall be ever in my mouth. 
let my soul glory in the Lord; 
The lowly will hear me and be glad. 

 
Luke 17:7-10 
 
Jesus uses the example of a servant, who comes in from the filed after a day’s work, 
being asked to do more work. Should this servant expect gratitude form his master for 
doing his duty?   
 
The featured servant is doing double duty, more than expected of him, more than his 
assigned duty. The servant is to see this “call beyond duty” as a gift, an honor and an 
expression of the master’s gratitude.  
 
Be like the Master, Jesus, who came to serve and serve generously. Stir into flame the 
gift of faith. Keep the prayer going: Lord, increase our faith. 
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St. Josaphat (1580-1623) and 22 other saints are remembered this day.  
 
St. Josaphat was born John Kuncevic about 1580 in Vladimir, a village of the Lithuanian 
Province of Volhynia (then a part of the Polish Kingdom begun under the Jagellonian 
Dynasty). His parents belonged to the Eastern Rite Church of Kyiv (Ukraine) which was 
then separated from Rome. 
 
In 1595, the Orthodox bishop of Brest-Litovsk in present-day Belarus and five other 
bishops representing millions of Ruthenians, sought reunion with Rome. John 
Kunsevich, who took the name Josaphat in religious life, was to dedicate his life, and die 
for the same cause. He became a Basilian monk, then a priest, and soon was well known 
as a preacher and an ascetic. 
 
St. Josaphat is the first Byzantine-rite saint to be formally canonized. As Bishop, he 
worked for better understanding, acceptance and fair treatment of Byzantine Catholics 
in Poland. One day, he offered himself in the place of the servants being beaten by an 
angry crowd and the crowd hit him with an ax, shot him and threw him in the river. He 
kept his faith alive and stirred into flame the faith of many others. 
 
 


