
MORNING MEDITATION 

Tuesday, Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Be grateful! “Reflect upon your present blessings, of which every man 

has plenty; not on your past misfortunes, of which all men have some.” 
(Charles Dickens) 

 

Genesis 32:23-33 
 

Jacob wanted to appease his brother Esau, because he thought, “afterwards I shall see his 

face; perhaps he will accept me” (32:20). So he sent gifts ahead of him (32:30). By facing 

his brother, Jacob would confront himself and would see the “face” of his God. Jacob had 

to come to terms with himself as well as with his brother Esau whom he had wronged. 

Only in this meeting, encounter, and confrontation could Jacob heal the conflict in his 

soul and experience the healing power of God. 
 

A mysterious stranger came to him during the night and wrestled with him all night long. 

At the end of the match, Jacob became aware that he had been fighting with God. 

Abraham entertained a stranger and met his God, and Jacob had to struggle to meet his 

God. Jacob had to be re-named Israel, “One who fights with God” and he renamed the 

place where he met God “Peniel”, meaning “Face of God”.  
 

Reflect on what this means for you today: Abraham met his God in a very personal 

offer of hospitality to strangers; Jacob met his God in a very personal and intense 

struggle of his life……How about you? 
 

Psalm 17 
 

I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 

Incline your ear to me; hear my word. 

Show your wondrous kindness, 

O savior of those who flee….. 
 

Mathew 9:32-38 
 

Jesus healed a mute and the mute began to speak. The people were amazed and said, 

“Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel”. But the Pharisees accused Jesus of 

casting out demons through the prince of demons.  
 

Be open to the surprises that God sends your way!  
 

Where the Pharisees saw law breakers, sinners, outcasts and the like, Jesus saw “a rich 

harvest and the need for laborers to gather in the harvest. 
 

Be optimistic! Be positive! See the good in the world around you! 
 



Saint of the Day, July 6 - St. Maria Goretti and 18 other saints are 

remembered this day 
 

Maria Goretti was born on October 16, 1890 in Corinaldo, in the Province of Ancona, 

then in the Kingdom of Italy, to Luigi Goretti and Assunta Carlini, the third of seven 

children. By the time Maria was five, her family had become so poor that they were 

forced to give up their farm, move, and work for other farmers. In 1896 and 1899, they 

moved again and shared room with another family which included Giovanni Serenelli 

and his son, Alessandro. Soon, her father became very sick with malaria, and died when 

she was just nine. While her mother and siblings worked in the fields, she would cook, 

sew, watch her sister Teresa, and keep the house clean.  

 

On July 5, 1902, eleven-year-old Maria was sitting on the outside steps of her home, 

sewing one of Alessandro's shirts and watching Teresa, while Alessandro was threshing 

beans in the barnyard. Knowing she would be alone, he returned to the house and 

threatened to stab her with an awl if she did not do what he said; he was intending to rape 

her. She would not submit, however, protesting that what he wanted to do was a mortal 

sin and warning him that he would go to Hell. She fought desperately and kept 

screaming, "No! It is a sin! God does not want it!" He first choked her, but when she 

insisted, she would rather die than submit to him, he stabbed her eleven times. She tried 

to reach the door, but he stopped her by stabbing her three more times before running 

away. 

 

Teresa woke to the sounds of her sister's cries and began to cry. Maria's family returned 

home and found her bleeding on the floor. They quickly took her to the nearest hospital 

in Nettuno, where she underwent surgery without anesthesia. Unfortunately, her wounds 

were beyond the surgeon's ability to help. Halfway through the surgery, the man asked 

her, "Maria, think of me in Paradise." As she lay on the table, she looked up at him and 

said, "Well, who knows which of us is going to be there first?" She did not realize how 

terrible her situation was, and the surgeon replied, "You, Maria." She said, "Then I will 

think gladly of you." She also mentioned concerns for her mother. The next day, Maria 

forgave Alessandro and said she wanted to see him in Heaven with her. She died that day, 

on July 6, 1902 at the age of eleven, while looking upon an image of the Virgin Mary and 

holding a cross to her chest. 

 

Maria Goretti was beatified by Pope Pius XII in a ceremony at Saint Peter's Basilica on 

April 27, 1947. Three years later, on June 24, 1950, Maria was declared a saint and 

Alessandro was present in the St. Peter's crowd to celebrate her canonization. He later 

became a lay brother of the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin, where he lived in a 

monastery and worked as its receptionist and gardener until his death. 
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