
MORNING MEDITATION 
Tuesday, Ninth Week in Ordinary Time 

 
There is nothing as certain as silence, solitude,  

and stillness to help you listen to the voice of God. 
 
2 Peter 3:12-15, 17-18 
 
The author of this letter advises the readers to wait patiently, blamelessly and in peace 
for the coming of the new heaven and the new earth where justice of God will dwell. He 
encourages them to grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Be patient! Cultivate peace! Live blamelessly! Grow in grace! 

 
Palm 90 
 
Fill us at day break with your kindness, 
That we may shout for joy and gladness all our days. 
Let your work be seen by your servants 
And your glory by their children. 
 

Mark 12:13-17 
 
In response to a trick question from the Herodians, Jesus revealed a great truth. They 
sought his opinion on paying tax to the emperor. He invited them to look at the coin and 
identify the image on the coin. The image on the coin indicated ownership.  
 
The coin belonged to the emperor since his image was on it. “Give to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s”. Pay him what is due to him. 
 
Then he taught another great truth: “give to God what is God’s”.  The coin has the 
image of the emperor…you have the image of God…give yourself to God. We are 
made in God’s image and likeness and we must be faithful to that image. 
 
Loyalty to God takes priority over all else. Loyalty to God is fidelity to what God made 
you to be, obedience to what God wants you to do, striving to become what God 
wants you to become and faithfulness to all that is of God and from God. 
 

Saint of the Day, June 2 
 
Saints Erasmus and 21 other saints are remembered this day.  



 
We do not have any information about the early life of Erasmus. He is known as Erasmus 
of Formia and also known as Saint Elmo, who was martyred in the year 303 during the 
persecution of Diocletian. He is not to be confused with a Syrian bishop Erasmus of 
Antioch. He is venerated as the patron saint of sailors and abdominal pain. Erasmus or 
Elmo is also one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers, saintly figures of Christian tradition who 
are venerated especially as intercessors. 
 
Erasmus was Bishop of Formia, Italy. During the persecution against Christians under the 
emperor Diocletian (284-305), he left his diocese and went to Mount Libanus, where he 
hid for seven years. However, an angel is said to have appeared to him, and counseled 
him to return to his city. On the way, he met some soldiers and admitted that he was a 
Christian and they brought him to trial at Antioch before the emperor Diocletian. After 
terrible tortures, he was bound with chains and thrown into prison. Legend claims that 
an angel released him, and he departed for Illyricum, eventually suffered a martyr's 
death around the year 303.  
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