
CELEBRATE SABBATH 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
We show hospitality to strangers not merely because they need it,  

but because we need it, too.  
 

Malachi 3:19-20 
 
After their return from Babylon, the reconstruction of the country had begun with the help of 
the Persian King. However, the spiritual, liturgical and communal renewal of the exiles did not 
keep pace with the physical reconstruction. In fact, the spiritual life deteriorated. So, Malachi 
says, the days are coming when the proud will be humbled. The “Day of the Lord” is close. 
Malachi says that the way issues are handled, will determine what happens on the “Day of the 
Lord”. 
 
How often do we encounter similar situations like the returnees from exile!!! What can we 
learn from this experience? What lesson can we, today, take from Malachi’s warning? 
Prayerfully reflect on these questions for some time. 
 

Psalm 98 
 

The Psalmist invites his people to sing a “NEW” song, because God has done “Marvelous” things. 
God had grasped the right hand of King Cyrus, mighty monarch of Persia….the most power monarch 
of the then known world and used his power to allow a handful of miserable Israelites (poor 
remnant Israel) to get out their situation of forced labor in Babylon and be free to return home to 
Jerusalem (c. 539 B.C.). The temple was rebuilt in 516 B.C. and rededicated a few months later. This 
was a whole new situation and this psalm was for this new situation of a renewed people in a new 
temple building. What else to do but sing a “NEW SONG”.  

 
Sing praise to the Lord with the harp, 
With the harp and melodious song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn, 
Sing joyfully before the king, the Lord. 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
 

The author of the letter to the Thessalonians directs our attention to the situation of the 
Christians at the end of the first century - a situation promoted by a misunderstanding 
concerning the Parousia. Some thought that Christ was returning immediately (there was even a 
forged letter from Paul about this matter). The response to this belief was in many ways chaotic 
- some quit their jobs, others got scared, others got bored, others told stories of coming 
tragedies, etc. The author of this letter encouraged them to remember the examples of Paul and 
others who worked hard and never became a burden to the community. He called them to 
follow the example of these great men and busy themselves with the business of the Kingdom 
rather than idle gossip, idle speculations, laziness and communal discord - make appropriate 
preparations for welcoming Christ when actually he comes. 



 
So, don’t grouse; don’t gossip; don’t goof off; don’t entertain idle talks; don’t mess with other 
people’s affairs, but rather work quietly and devoutly and prayerfully in mutual love, service 
and support. Conduct yourselves in an orderly manner. 
 
Does the experience of the Thessalonian community shed some insight on our present 
experience?  What can we learn from them? Prayerfully reflect on these questions. 
 

Luke 21:5-19 
 

They admired the beauty and glory of their temple - gazed at it with amazement! They thought 
they were privileged to be in the presence of a beautiful and enduring reality, the construction 
of which took over 80 years. Besides its obvious beauty, the fact that the temple was revered as 
God’s dwelling place on earth made it a permanent structure in Jewish life and spirituality. They 
were shocked and angry at the prediction Jesus made!  
 
When Luke wrote his Gospel, the prediction of Jesus had come true! The temple was gone! Titus 
and his troops had conquered Jerusalem and leveled the temple in 70 C.E. But God had not gone 
from there, nor was he gone from the hearts of the believers! The harsh realities that Jesus 
predicted did come true and believers faced them with courage. They were inherent in every 
aspect of discipleship. Jesus encouraged the disciples to accept these hardships as opportunities 
to bear witness to him and to the good news of salvation. “You will be brought to bear 
witness...” He assured them that they would not be alone. He promised: “I will give you words 
and wisdom....” 
 
It is time for us to make our spirituality real. Our faith today is being tested. We need to stand 
our ground - be deeply rooted in our faith tradition. Our faith must be true, our witness must 
be authentic and continuous, our prayer must be intense and unceasing, our service must be 
generous and practical, our hope must be our strength, our love must be forgiving and 
gracious and benevolent. 
 

Malachi reminds us that the day will come when we will have to face the ultimate test of our 
faith. The humble will survive the test, he assures us. The author of the second letter to 
Thessalonians encourages us to aspire to a spirituality that is practical and authentic, rooted in  
life - a spirituality that is willing to work quietly and diligently. Jesus encourages us to “keep our 
heads” - remember his teachings, trust his word and not give over to apocalyptic anxiety. He 
encourages us not to worry about fearful omens and not give-in to the dread of suffering that 
could come as a result of following him. He reassures us that we will be empowered with words 
and wisdom that cannot be refuted by anyone. 
 

Believers in Jesus have greater and more important challenges to face than worry about things 
to come. We have to live lives of faith and not fear; concern ourselves with loving and serving; 
develop real spirituality, one that is rooted in life and not mere sentimentality; witness to the 
reality of Jesus and His Gospel........We definitely have more important challenges than worry 
about things to come! 
 

 
Fr. Gus Tharappel,msfs 



St. Elizabeth of Hungary and 20 other saints are remembered this day. 

 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary, also known as St. Elizabeth of Thuringia, was born in Hungary 
on July 7, 1207 to the Hungarian King Andrew II and Gertrude of Merania. While 
Elizabeth was very young, her father arranged for her to be married to Ludwig IV of 
Thuringia, a German nobleman.  
Elizabeth's mother, Gertrude, was murdered in 1213, when Elizabeth was just six-years-
old. From this point on, Elizabeth's perspective on life and death dramatically changed 
and she sought peace with prayer.  
 
In 1221 she was formally married to Ludwig, whom she deeply loved. Together the 
couple had three beautiful children, two of whom became members of nobility and the 
third entering the religious life, becoming abbess of a German convent. Elizabeth 
continued to live a life full of prayer and service to the poor. Ludwig, who was now one 
of the rulers of Thuringia, supported all of Elizabeth's religious endeavors. She began to 
lead an austerely simple life, practiced penance, and devoted herself to works of charity. 
She used her royal position to advance her mission for charity.  
 
In 1223, Franciscan friars arrived in Thuringia and taught 16-year-old Elizabeth all about 
Francis of Assisi's ideals. She then decided to live her life mirroring his. She wore simple 
clothing and set aside time every day to take bread to hundreds of poor people in her 
land. Ludwig and Elizabeth were politically powerful and lived with a remarkable 
generosity toward the poor. 
 
In 1226, when disease and floods struck Thuringia, Elizabeth took to caring for the 
victims. It is said she even gave away the royal's clothing and goods to the afflicted 
people. Elizabeth had a hospital built and provided for almost a thousand poor people 
daily. Elizabeth's life was full of love and faith. However, tragedy struck when Ludwig 
passed away from illness in 1227. Elizabeth vowed to never remarry and to live a life 
similar to a nun, despite pressure from relatives. Elizabeth's life was consumed deeply 
by her devotion to God and her charitable labor. She passed away at the age of 24, on 
November 17, 1231 in Marburg, Hesse. 
 

 
 


