
MORNING MEDITATION 
Thursday, Second Week of Lent 

 

Be grateful for those people who work well most of the time  

rather than complain about those who don’t work well. 

 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 

The prophet tells us that only God is worthy of our “absolute trust”. Total trust in human beings 

could bring us disappointment. Even in difficult times God is with us, every step of the way. 

God’s presence is our Grace and our strength. 
 
Psalm 1 
 

Happy the person who delights in the law of the Lord 

and meditates on his law day and night. 

He is like a tree planted near running water, 

that yields its fruit in due season……….. 

 

Luke 16:19-31 
 

This excerpt brings us the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. To the surprise of his listeners, 

Jesus pictured “torment” in eternal life for the rich man who was caught up in the glory of 

material wealth and “consolation” in eternal life for the poor man, Lazarus who begged for basic 

necessities of life.  

 

Riches are not necessarily a sign of God’s blessings and poverty is not necessarily a sign of 

the absence of God’s blessings. 

 

Journey through life, even a simple journey down the street, requires basic trust. Without this 

trust, we do not grow as human beings. Built into the very nature of life is the need to trust. We 

need to trust just to have our basic needs fulfilled. If we are to live and find fulfillment, we must 

place our lives in something outside of and even beyond ourselves. 

 

In this “essential” trusting, we are reminded that we must be “prudent” and we must 

discern what and whom we will trust. 

 

We are also reminded that “absolute, abiding, deep” trust belongs to God and God alone. 

Only God is worthy of such total trust. Only God is worthy of our surrender. The 

responsorial psalm of today says: “happy are those who trust in the Lord”. 

 

 

Saint of the Day. March 4 - St. Casimir and 11 other saints are remembered 

this day. 



 

Casimir, the second son of Casimir III, King of Poland, was born on October 3, 1458. From the 

custody of a very virtuous mother, Elizabeth of Austria, he passed to the guardianship of a 

devoted master, the learned and pious John Dugloss. As a teenager, Casimir lived a highly 

disciplined, even severe life, sleeping on the ground, spending a great part of the night in prayer 

and dedicating himself to lifelong celibacy.  

 

When nobles in Hungary became dissatisfied with their king, they prevailed upon Casimir’s 

father, the king of Poland, to send his son to take over the country. Casimir obeyed his father, as 

many young men over the centuries have obeyed their governments. The army he was supposed 

to lead was clearly outnumbered by the “enemy”; some of his troops were deserting because they 

were not paid. At the advice of his officers, Casimir decided to return home. 

 

His father was irked at the failure of his plans and confined his 15-year-old son for three months. 

He made up his mind never again to become involved in the wars of his day, and no amount of 

persuasion could change his mind. He returned to prayer and study, maintaining his decision to 

remain celibate even under pressure to marry the emperor’s daughter. 

 

He had a great devotion to the Passion of Our Lord, which moved him to charity to the poor and 

afflicted. His love for the Blessed mother is expressed in a long and beautiful hymn, familiar to 

us in English as Daily, Daily, Sing to Mary. 

 

He reigned briefly as king of Poland during his father’s absence. He died of lung trouble at the 

age of 25 on March 4, 1484 while visiting Lithuania, of which he was also Grand Duke. He was 

buried in Vilnius, Lithuania. 
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