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Wellspring 

Fransalian Center for Spirituality 
 

January 10, 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord Jesus. Jesus was baptized in the Jordan river. When 

Jesus stepped forward to be baptized, he thereby affirmed his solidarity with us sinners in a 

public way. He became for us “God-with-us-sinners” in the flesh. His conception, his birth, his 

life and work with Mary and Joseph, his struggle with human weakness, his friendship with 

people including his enemies, all of which proclaimed his solidarity with us sinful men and 

women. Jesus wished to be completely in solidarity with us and so stepped into the Jordan river 

with self-admitted sinners to be baptized by John, to be immersed into all that is human and all 

that is divine, all that is of God and from God.  

 

Our baptism brings us into solidarity with Christ and with him into solidarity with all people of 

God as brothers and sisters. As Jesus was being baptized, he was identified and affirmed as the 

beloved son of God and empowered with the Holy Spirit. This is what happens at our own 

baptism. We are identified and affirmed as “sons of God” and empowered with the Holy Spirit to 

live as sons of God and to fulfill the mission entrusted to us.   

 

To be identified as “Sons of God” means to be immersed into the very likeness of God, to be 

immersed into the mystery of God’s life and love, to be immersed into the character of God, to 

be identified with the image of God and to be called and named to image God. In Baptism we are 

immersed into the mystery God’s love. We are washed clean, given a clean garment, a lighted 

candle and anointed priest, prophet, and king – all symbolizing our character, an amazing and 

indelible character!!! 

 

The 13th century king of France, St. Louis IX (1226-70), insisted that the grand celebration of 

his birthday should be held on the day of his Baptism, and not on his actual birthday.  He 

believed that Baptism was the beginning of a life that would continue for eternity in the 

everlasting glory of Heaven. Let us remember that our own baptism was the beginning of our life 

as beloved children of God. Let us remember the graces we have received in Baptism and renew 

our Baptismal promises, consecrating ourselves to the Holy Trinity and rejecting sin and evil 

forces.  Let us pray for the Grace of God to help us to be faithful to our Baptismal promises.  

And let us thank God for the honor and the privilege of being His beloved children.  

 

I encourage you to take a few moments each day of this week to reflect on being baptized into 

Christ, on how you have been living your baptismal commitments and on how you have been 

witnessing Christ as you went about doing your daily chores.   

 

God bless you and your family. 

 

Fr. Gus Tharappel, msfs 
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The Baptism of the Lord  
 

January 10, 2021 

 

Penitential Act 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Take a moment of silence to thank the Lord for all that has been. 

 

Take another moment to remember your sinfulness and to pray for forgiveness and peace. 

 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prayerfully read the first reading and then read my reflections below and spend a few moments 

of personal reflection. Do the same with Responsorial Psalm and other readings.  

 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
 

This excerpt is one of Isaiah’s servant songs which describe the character of the Servant of God 

who brings forth truth and justice gently and peacefully and without violence. In it, the prophet 

offered a vision of the identity of Israel as a nation through which God’s loving care and saving 

power would be revealed to all nations.  

 

 

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further.  
 

 

Israel was to be the symbol of unity and strength, harmony and peace, justice and the mercy of 

God. Through the servant Israel, God’s justice, mercy, and salvation would be revealed to all 

nations. 

Jesus is the gentle servant of justice, mercy, and salvation. We who follow him must 

continue his mission of revealing God’s justice, mercy, and salvation for all.  

 

 

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further.  
 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 29 

Psalm 29 is a hymn inviting members of the heavenly court to acknowledge God's supremacy by 

ascribing glory and might to God alone. Divine glory and might are dramatically visible in the 

storm. The storm apparently comes from the Mediterranean onto the coast of Syria-Palestine and 
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then moves inland. The psalm concludes with a prayer that God will impart the power just 

displayed in the storm to the Israelite king and through the king to Israel. 

 

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further. 
 

 

Give to the Lord, you sons of God, 

Give to the Lord Glory and Praise, 

Give to the Lord the Glory due his name, 

Adore the Lord in holy attire. 

 

Pray the whole Psalm now – if not now, pray it later when you have a little more time 

 

 

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-38 
 

Peter told the community that he had come to know God as impartial and that anyone who fears 

God and lives an upright life is acceptable to God. This excerpt tells us that Peter spoke to the 

community from the house of Cornelius, the first gentile convert. This itself is a sign of the 

change of Peter’s attitude. Peter had come to know and accept Cornelius and his household while 

giving up his old attitudes toward the gentiles.   

 

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further.  
 

 

We are invited to change our attitudes toward people of other cultures and nations and 

religions and give witness to our solidarity with them and commit ourselves to the well-

being of all people. 

 

   

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further.  

 

Gospel: Mark 1:7-11 
 

John the Baptist lived a simple life and claimed nothing for himself, neither did he draw people 

to himself. He made it clear to them that he was not even worthy to untie the sandal straps of the 

Messiah. He announced the coming of someone who will baptize with water and the Holy Spirit. 

 

John the Baptist inspires us to be humble and be at the service of others in serving God. He 

calls us to give God first place, to seek God’s honor. He calls us to point to Christ, to draw 

people to Christ rather than to our own self. 

 

 

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further.  
 



4 

 

Jesus came to John to be baptized and John recognized him as the one for whom he was 

preparing the way. As Jesus was being baptized John saw the spirit rest on him and heard the 

assurance that Jesus was the beloved Son of God. This is what happens at our own baptism. We 

are identified and affirmed as “sons of God” and empowered with the Holy Spirit to live as sons 

of God and to fulfill the mission entrusted to us.  To be identified as “Sons of God” means to be 

immersed into the very likeness of God.  

 

 

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further.  
 

 

Pray that you may have the gift of recognizing Jesus as he reveals himself through the many 

events, situations, and people in your life. 

 

Pray that you may be gifted and empowered by the Holy Spirit to image God and to  

fulfill the mission God has given to you. 

 

 

Dwell on this thought for a few moments before reading further.  
 

 

Be Still for a few moments! 

Pray for your needs and those of your family and community. 

 

 

Spiritual Communion 

 
Lord Jesus, I believe in your real presence in the Eucharist, the Sacrament of the Altar. I  

place myself in your presence and adore you, worship you and glorify you. I am unable to  

receive you in Holy Communion at Mass today.  I hunger and thirst for your way, your  

truth and your life.  Come into my heart Lord and satisfy my hunger and quench my thirst.  

Bless me that I may give witness to your presence in my life. Amen 
 

Be Still: Spend a few moments in silent prayer 

 
May the Lord bless us, keep us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Let us praise the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

Grace is given not because we have done good works,  

but that we may be able to do them. 
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