
HOLY SATURDAY 

In stillness, we reach highest in meditation, and farthest in prayer. (Leonard 

Bernstein) 

Exodus 14:15-15:1; (Ps) Exodus 15:1-6. 17-18; Romans 6:3-11; Mathew 28:1-10 

Waiting at the tomb…………. 

Journey through Lent has brought us to the tomb of Jesus. We want the tomb to 

release its contents! We want Jesus to come forth, but we must wait…three days! 

Jesus did die and was buried in a tomb. Jesus had told us that His Father is a Caring, 

Loving, Faithful, and Searching Father. His WORD that became flesh also experienced 

death. The Love of the Father was so great that he did not spare His Son our death. The 

Journey to Jerusalem did not stop at the Cross - it continued into the tomb and beyond. 

The mystery of hope unfolds before the tomb holding Jesus - only an eye of faith can see 

it as it unfolds. 

The Cross and the tomb do not offer "quick fix, easy healing" - they do call us to wait in 

Hope for victory/glory beyond understanding. We can withdraw from the tomb - OR look 

deep inside and find it empty - look around and find HIM alive and moving and calling us. 

The forces of pain, suffering, rejection and death are too much with us - the rock remains 

across the tomb. To the one grown/matured in faith, the rock has been rolled away, the 

burden has been lifted! Jesus is alive and is going before us to places and situations that 

we will meet, to people we will encounter, to suffering we will endure, to rejection we 

will experience, to death we will face....etc.  

HE IS ALIVE………HE GOES BEFORE US INTO OUR GALILEES! 

We did make a journey with Jesus through Lent and have come to experience Easter. It 

was a great journey. The whole journey is far greater than all that we did in making the 

journey. The mystery of following Jesus can not be put into simple words. The mystery of 

dying and rising with Christ is an experience at the depth of our hearts which no word 

can describe. We may not look different - we may not even feel different. 

We will continue to meet testing times - may even fight a few demons. We will have our 

periods of fatigue and despair, fear and anxiety, doubts and frustrations. We may make 

wrong turns and "U" turns. 

Yet deep inside of us, we are different because we met him in life and in death – we have 

risen with him – we are new persons and a new people because the one who died and 



was laid in the tomb is alive. 

 

Saint of the Day, April 11 

St. Stanislaus and 9 other saints are remembered this day. 

Stanisłaus was born on July 26, 1030 at Szczepanów, a village in Lesser Poland, the only 
son of the noble and pious Wielisław and Bogna. He was educated at a cathedral school 
in Gniezno, then the capital of Poland and later, in Paris. On his return to Poland, 
Stanisłaus was ordained a priest by the Bishop of Kraków. He was subsequently made 
pastor of Czembocz near Cracow, canon and preacher at the cathedral, and later, vicar 
general.  

After the Bishop's death in 1072, Stanisłaus was elected his successor,  but accepted the 
office only at the explicit command of Pope Alexander II. Stanisłaus was one of the 
earliest native Polish bishops. He also became a ducal advisor and had some influence on 
Polish politics.  

Stanisłaus’ major accomplishments included bringing papal legates to Poland, and 
reestablishment of a metropolitan see in Gniezno. Stanisłaus encouraged King Bolesław 
to establish Benedictine monasteries to aid in the Christianization of Poland. During an 
expedition against the Grand Duchy of Kiev, Stanislaus became involved in the political 
situation of Poland. Known for his outspokenness, he aimed his attacks at the evils of the 
peasantry and the king, especially the unjust wars and immoral acts of King Boleslaus II. 

The king first excused himself, then made a show of penance, then relapsed into his old 
ways. Stanislaus continued his open opposition, in spite of charges of treason and threats 
of death, and finally excommunicated the king. Enraged, the latter ordered soldiers to kill 
the bishop. When they refused, the king killed Stanislaus with his own hands on April 11, 
1079, in Kraków, Poland. He is remembered with Saints Thomas More and Thomas 
Becket for vigorous opposition to the evils of an unjust government. 
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